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VOLUNTEER CHRISTMAS                

‘THANK YOU’ LUNCHEON  
 

The Christmas luncheon was once again a wonderful 
opportunity to celebrate and say thanks for your 
wonderful contribution throughout the year. 
 
The theme for 2017: ‘Bon Bons and Volunteers- full 
of wonderful surprises’  sums up all that you bring 
to Calvary, your own special way of giving and 
making a difference. 
 
Special thanks to Kay for the  amazing effort in both 
baking and decorating the chocolate mud cake with 
the theme of the Christmas luncheon. The top of the 
cake (is in my office) if you would like to drop by 
and check it out. Staff are constantly popping in and 
are in awe of the thought and skill. News travels 
fast too about the decadent mud cake so are quick 
to accept my offer of a slice!!  Thanks to Kay too for 
the fruitcake, so if you couldn’t make it to the 
luncheon please drop by my office for a piece.  

Thank you Kay, you are such a gem 

Special thanks also to the Christmas working party : 
Angela, Di, Ann, Mary, Nicole, & Chris who worked 
behind the scenes and made this day such an 
enjoyable one………….. !!!  Special thanks to Richard 
our  compere who kept things ticking along nicely. 

 

 

 

 

 



CHRISTMAS ELVES 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Have you seen the Elves around 

the wards – we have a gallery on 

Ground Floor you might like to see,       

……….no admission charge!! 

Some of the Vollie Elfs………… 

 
 

Sniff….. the scent of 
the Vollies is close at 
hand……… 

 

 

 

Who said volunteers 
don’t have a Merry 
Christmas Elf is at hand when 

you need a Vollie 

 



            

    

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Volunteers, 

On behalf of the Executive and 
Anne-Marie, I would sincerely 
like to thank you for the work 
you do each and every day of the 
year for our patients and staff. 

When I think of the cross of 
Calvary I think of a story of 
despair and darkness but also a 
story of hope and light.  

Chinese philosophy talks about 
ying and yan, symbolised by the 
black and white circle, and when 
I think of our volunteers at 
Calvary I think of you as people 
of hope and light in often very 
dark times. 

A noteable civil rights leader, 
theologian and mentor of Martin 
Luther King Jr,  Howard 
Thurman said this much better 
than me, so I’d like to share his 
thoughts on “I will light Candles 
this Christmas” with you:  

 
I will light Candles this Christmas, 
 
Candles of joy despite all the sadness, 

Candles of hope where despair keeps watch, 

Candles of courage for fears ever present, 

Candles of peace for tempest-tossed days, 

Candles of grace to ease heavy burdens, 

Candles of love to inspire all my living, 

Candles that will burn all year long.  

  

When the song of the angels is stilled, 

When the star in the sky is gone, 

When the kings and princes are home, 

When the shepherds are back with their flock, 

The work of Christmas begins: 

To find the lost, 

To heal the broken, 

To feed the hungry, 

To release the prisoner, 

To rebuild the nations, 

To bring peace among others, 

To make music in the heart. 
 

 

                         

Thank you for all the work you do every day, living this Christmas message all 
year long.   

Thank you for being candles of joy, hope, courage, peace, grace and especially love.   

May the light you bring to our patients, their families and our Calvary staff return 
back to you and your families as music in your heart. 

Sharon 
Sharon O’Sullivan   
People and Organisational Development Manager 
 

 

 

http://www.allianceofhope.org/.a/6a015434d4c836970c0162fd6e6146970d-popup


 

 

A TRIBUTE TO VOLUNTEERS 

 

V aluable is the work you do 

O utstanding in how you always come through 

L oyal, sincere and full of good cheer 

U ntiring in your efforts throughout the year 

N otable are the differences you make 

T rustworthy and enthusiasm are your traits 

E mpathy and caring are part of ‘you’ 

E nergy to commit to help someone through  

R eason you're a volunteer everyone summises  

S pecial and wonderful and full of surprises! 

                              
 
 
 

Thanks for all the little things, 

The "done-and-then-forgotten" things, 

The "oh-it's-simply-nothing" things 

That make our days much brighter. 

 

With unobtrusive, friendly things, 

And "never-mind-the-trouble" things, 

And "won't-you-let-me-help-you" things, 

You've made our hearts much lighter. 

Author unknown 

 

Special service  to celebrate the life of 
Sr. Marimil 

15/8/1928 – 2/12/2017 

Calvary Chapel 

Wednesday 20th Dec at 12 md 

 

You would have received my email 

informing you of Marimil’s death. Sadly 

the funeral was the same day as our 

Christmas Luncheon, so I have organised 

a special service at Calvary should you 

wish to attend and give thanks for  the 

life of our beloved Marimil - such a 

wonderful, wise and noble lady.  

After Marimil’s diagnosis of multiple 

myeloma in 2016, she reluctantly wrote 

to me saying ‘only you can surmise my 

deep sadness of having to give up my 

ministry at Calvary, when we had such 

wonderful creative plans. I want to keep 

positive the memories of the life-giving, 

sacred times I was privileged to have at 

Calvary, first assisting the staff, then the 

palliative patients on the wards, training 

new volunteer masseuses… alleviating 

MND patients. When I reflect on these 

‘privileges’ I am overwhelmed with 

joyous gratitude for this most blessed 

and brightest ministries of my 

life!’                  Marimil, fmm   

 


